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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Wilford Woodruff at. 
the General Conference of the Church in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Sunday, October 6, 1895: 

President Woodruff read from Section 68 of the Book of Doctrine and 


Covenants, as follows: 


My servant, Orson Hyde, was called by his ordinance to proclaim the 
ever eating gospel, by the _— of the living God, from people to people, 
and from land to land, in the congregations of the wicked, in their syna- 
gogues, reasoning with, and expounding all Scriptures unto them. 

nd, behold, and lo! this is an ensample unto all those who were or- 
—— unto this priesthood, whose mission is appointed unto them to go 
orth ; 

And this is the ensample unto them, that they shall speak as they are 
moved upon by the Holy Ghost, 

And whatsoever | shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost, 
shall be scripture, shall, be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the 
Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and 
the power of God unto salvation: 

Behold this is the promise of the Lord unto you, O y my servants; 

Wherefore be of good cheer, and do not fear, for | the Lord am with 
you, and will stand by you; and ye shall bear record of me, even Jesus 
Christ, that I am the Son of the living God, that I was, that I am, and 
that I am to come. 


He then said: 

I have read these verses this morning before you that you may under- 
stand the position that I occupy before God, angels, and men. I have a 
desire to speak a short time to the Latter-day Saints; but I want you to 
understand, as I have read here, that 1 am not capable, nor is any man 
capable of teaching the children of men and edifying them in the Gospel 
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of Jesus Christ without the Holy Spirit, without revelation, without the 
inspiration of Almighty God. Therefore, I want the faith of the Latter- 
day Saints, and also their prayers. I need the Spirit of God to assist me, 
as does every man who attempts to teach the people the things of the 
kingdom of heaven. I have been sick for about a week, confined mostly 
to my bed and room; but I have felt that I did not wish this conference 
to pass without meeting you. For the last day or two I have had the 
privilege of mingling with my friends, and I have a desire to express my- 
self upon some things appertaining to our day and generation and to the 
work of God. . 

The question arises in the minds of the people in our day and genera- 
tion, Does President Woodruff have revelation? Do his counselors have 
revelation? Do the Twelve Apostles have revelation? Do this people 
have revelation? We live in too important a day and generation, and in 
the midst of too important events, for any man to be qualified to lead the 
people of God one hour without revelation and inspiration from Almighty 
God. And at this point I want to say a few words with regard to this 
principle of revelation. Read the history of the world. Old father Adam, 
three years and a half previous to his death, called together seven of his 
sons, all High Priests—Seth, Enos, Jared, Mahalaleel, Canaan, Enoch and 
Methuselah—with the residue of his posterity, and there he stood on his 
feet for a long time, clothed with the Holy Ghost and the power of God, 
and he prophesied unto his sons what should take place concerning them 
and their posterity to the end of time. Follow this out; take all those 
early patriarchs and prophets, and later ones, too, and they all have had 
revelation. They had to have it. Whenever a city became ripened in 
iniquity, and men blasphemed God and broke His commandments, the 
Lord Almighty raised up prophets and inspired men to warn that city 
and the inhabitants thereof of the judgments of God which should come 
upon them unless they repented. Jeremiah was called to warn Jerusalem 
and Judea in the reign of King Zedekiah, and in doing so he stirred up 
the anger of the people against him, and he was cast into a dungeon and 
abused in almost every way, because he told them what was coming to 
pass unless they repented. He did not praise them; but he told them 
that they were committing sin and breaking the laws of God, and if they 
did not repent, the judgments of God would overtake them. In reading 
of how they persecuted him and what he passed through, a man would 
almost expect to read in the book of Jeremiah that he said to them, “You 
may all go to hell for what I care, I am not going to endure these things.” 
But you cannot read it there; for the Lord in calling him had said unto 
Jeremiah : 

“Before I formed thee in the belly 1 knew thee, and before thou camest 
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
unto the nations.” 

Jeremiah gave forth the word of the Lord, and not one word fell unful- 
filled. And so with every other prophet. 

Take the whole history of the world down to the present generation, 
and has there ever been a time when the people of God did not need 
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revelation? I say,nay. Now,I would ask this congregation; I would ask 
the Jews, the Catholics, the Protestants, I would ask the clergy of all 
nations: Can this mighty dispensation, of which every prophet has 
spoken, be fulfilled, and can these great events transpire in the earth» 
without revelation from God? No, most assuredly not. God never gave 
to a man a greater dispensation than the one in which Joseph Smith was 
called and ordained of God to organize the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. It required revelation. It will require it to the wind- 
ing-up scene. Zion cannot be built up without it, prophets and apostles 
cannot do their work without it, nor can the nations of the earth be 
warned of the great judgments that are at the door without it. Therefore» 
we say to all men, Joseph Smith was called of God by revelation. And 
further, we say that no man ever did or ever will have power to warn the 
world, to preach the Gospel, or administer in one of the ordinances of the 
house of God without the Holy Priesthood. It is just as necessary in the 
last days as it was in the days of Christ and His Apostles, or in the days 
of Isaiah and Jeremiah. You cannot separate these things; they belong to 
the same God, to the same salvation, and to the same principles of eternal 
life. 

I have sat and listened to every Apostle that is before me now bear 
record during this conference. Did not these Apostles speak by the Holy 
Ghost and the power of God? They did, and their testimony is recorded 


in the great library of the celestial kingdom of God. They could not edify | 


us without it. I would to God that the inhabitants of the earth would get 
rid of the idea that revelation ceased when Christ was put to death. It is 
a false doctrine. Revelation belongs to the salvation of the children of 
men. 

Again, why did the Lord choose such a weak man as Wilford Woodruff 
to preside over His Church? Why did He choose Joseph Smith—an illit- 
erate boy, as he was called? Why has He chosen that class of men? Be- 
cause He could handle them. He has chosen men that will acknowledge 
the hand of God. The question has been asked me many times, Why did 
not the Lord choose some of the great divines of the day? Because it is 
not His manner of doing business; it never has been. You may take the 
apostles and prophets in any age of the world, and they have been very 
humble men. They are in this day and generation, or the Lord could not 
handle them. That is the reason the Lord has chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the wise, “and things which are not, to bring to 
nought. things that are.” Could Joseph Smith rise up and boast before the 
God of Israel that that was his work? Could Brigham Young? Could 
John Taylor? Can Wilford Woodruff? Can any of the Apostles? Taken 
as we have been from the plow, the plane, the hammer, and the various 
occupations of life, can we boast we have power todo this? We cannot; 
we are not made of that material. The only marvel I have had all my 
life has been that the Lord ever chose me for anything, especially as an 
Apostle and as President. But that is His own business; it was not mine. 

My name has been referred to two or three times by the Aposles with 
regard to my labors. I want to say something in relation to that. To 
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begin with, I will say that the Lord has never set His hand in any age of 
the world, especially in ours, to establish a Zion like this, without prepar- 
ing an element for it. In fact, the Lord never undertook to do anything 
with regard to this world, appertaining to His kingdom and work, until He 
had prepared a people for it. Now, the set time had come for the fulfilment 
of the revelations of St. John, when another angel should fly through the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach to them that 
dwelt upon the earth, “saying with a loud voice, fear God, and give glory, 
to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.” The time, I say, had 
come for the manifestation of the Gospel of Christ to the world. The 
Apostles of Christ and every man that bore the Priesthood in their day 
and generation were put to death for the word of God and testimony of 
Jesus, and the Holy Priesthood was caught up to God, and remained there 
until the day and generation in which Joseph Smith was raised up. He 
was ordained to the Aaronic Priesthood by John the Baptist, who held the 
keys of that Priesthood while dwelling in the flesh. He was ordained to 
the Apostleship by Peter, James, and John, who held the keys of that 
Priesthood when they were taken from the earth. That was the beginning 
of this work. The Lord could not undertake a work of this kind without 
there was a way and a people prepared for it. In the first place, the Lord 
prepared the minds of men of the generation in which Joseph Smith was 
born, that they might be ready to receive His work when it was estab- 
lished. There were men that were kept in the spirit world thousands of 
years to stand in the flesh in this generation to bear this Holy Priesthood 
and to bear record of that to the inhabitants of the earth. Those men 
have been born in this day, and they have been moved upon to prepare 
for this work. | 
Now, I desire to say something about myself. It is generally considered 
egotism for a man to speak of himself; but I speak of my history and ex- 
perience because it is applicable to thousands of others. Eighty years ago, | 
when | was abouteight years old, [attended Sabbath School under Dr. Porter, 
a great reverend divine in Farmington, Connecticut. There I read some 
strange things in the New Testament. What were they? Why, I read of 
Apostles; I read of men who laid hands on the sick, and they recovered; 
who cast out devils, raised the dead, caused the dumnb to speak, the blind 
to see, the lame to leap, who held converse with God and with holy angels, 
and had visions and revelations. Brethren and Sisters, I read of these 
things when I was eight yearsof age. They made an impression upon my 
mind assoon as lread them. “Why is it, Dr. Porter,—why is it, Dr. Haws, 
—why is it, gentlemen, that you do not advocate in your day and genera- 
tion that faith once delivered to the Saints? Why don’t you receive these 
things, if they were the servants of God and had the Gospel?” “Oh!” 
said they, “these things are all done away with. They were given in the 
dark ages of the world to convince the world that Jesus was the Christ. 
We live in the blaze of the glorious gospel light of Christ; we do not need 
them to day.” “Then,” said I, “give me the dark ages of the world, if they 
will give a man power to unlock the door of eternity and hold converse 
with God, and receive these blessings and gifts manifest in that day.” 
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From that time my inspiration began. As soon as I grew a little older I 
began to read the revelations. My soul was drawn out upon these things. 
In my early manhood I prayed day and night that I might live to see a 
prophet. I would have gone a thousand miles to have seen a prophet, or 
a man that could teach me the things that I read of in the Bible. I could 
not join any church, because I could not find any church at that time 
that advocated these principles. [ spent many a midnight hour, by the 
river side, in the mountains, and in my mill (being a miller,) calling upon 
God that I might live to see a prophet or some man that would teach me 
of the things of the kingdom of God asI read them. I remained in that 
condition until the year 1833. I was living with my brother on the shores 
of Lake Ontario. A man by the name of Zera Pulsipher, sixty miles from 
where I lived, was moved upon in the month of December, with the snow 
three or four feet deep, to arise and go to the north, the Lord had some 
work for him there. He called upon another man to go with him. They 
traveled two days on the road to the north, not knowing where they were 
going. Our house was the first place that they stopped at. I was lum- 
bering at the time on the shore of the lake. Zera Pulsipher told my 
brother’s wife who they were and what they were, and what their princi- 
ples were. He said the Lord had sent him into the north country to do 
some work there. My sister-in-law told him that her husband and myself 
both believed in the principles that he taught. Well, they held a meeting. 
I went to it, and for the first time in my life I heard a Gospel sermon. I 
invited the men home. I borrowed a Book of Mormon, and sat up all 
night and read it, and I had a testimony it was true. In the morning I 
asked to be baptized. Myself and brother were baptized—the first in that 
region of country. From that hour till this I never have had one moment’s 
doubt with regard to the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. [ know the 
work is true. I have been called into the vineyard and ministry with the 
rest of my brethren, and I have traveled a great many miles and quite a 
number of years. I have held the Apostleship fifty-eight years. Brother 
Joseph only held it some fourteen before he was slain. Brother Brigham 
held it about forty, and Brother Taylor the same length of time as myself. 
I have labored all these years and I know it is the work of God. I know 
the Lord is with this people. I have a desire that we may magnify our 
callings and fulfil our position upon the earth. God has organized this 
Church; He has organized it with prophets, apostles, pastors, teachers, 
helps, etc., in fulfilment of the promises of God in the last days. I 
traveled with Joseph Smith quite a length of time. I traveled with 
Brigham Young forty years, at home and abroad. I traveled with him 
to this country. We came with the pioneers. Brigham Young though 
he never wrote many revelations, had the revelations of God with him 
from the day that he embraced this work till the day of his death. I 
have often thought of the time when he was asked if he would not go on 
to California instead of stopping in this barren land. What was his 
answer? I was with him when he gave that answer. He said, “No, I am 
going to stay right here. I am going to build a temple here; I am going 
to build a city here; I am going to build a country here.” Has it not been 
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so? Yes, it has. Was it not by revelation? Certainly it was. We have 
all been called from this low position in life to the Priesthood. Thousands 
of this people have been called to go abroad to preach the Gospel. In 
speaking of myself and the manner I was led, so we find it everywhere 
throughout the world. Where did you come from? You came from every 
state in the Union; from England, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, 
France, Ireland, and other parts of Europe, as well as from the different 
nations of the earth and islands of the sea. One of these simple Elders 
came to you and you heard him preach the Gospel, and he promised you if 
you would repent of your sins and be baptized for the remissions of them 
you should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Did you not receive it? 
You did, or you would not be here to-day. Nobody could then keep you 
at home. We have been gathered together by the commandments of God, 
and so far we are trying to do the will of God. But we have only just 
begun. I was at the concert here last night, and I could not help but 
think that if President Young had been there and looked upon that vast 
assembly of ten thousand people, gathered not only from this territory but 
from neighboring states and territories, he would have felt satisfied. When 
he built this Tabernacle we did not have people to fill it; but he told us 
that in the building up of Zion we would never have a house big enough 
to accommodate us, however large we might build it; and soit proved last 
night. Ienjoyed theconcert. Governor Thomas invited me to address the 
assembly; but I felt that people had gathered there, not to hear preach- 
ing, but music. | 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


Tue Semi-Annual Conference of the Saints of the Sheffield Conference 
was held at Dolphin Chambers’ Assembly Rooms, Doncaster, November 3, 
1895. The following named Elders were present: Anthon H. Lund, Pres- 
ident of the European Mission; John H. Burrows of the Liverpool Office; 
J. W. Ord, President of the Nottingham Conference; G. F. Wright, Trav- 
eling Elder in the Leeds Conference; Henry Holyoak, Traveling Elder in 
the Birmingham Conference; H. Bullen, Jr., President of, and Joseph R. 
Price, Walter L. Webb, Alexander Street, W. S. Romney, C. H. Skidmore, 
W. O. Newbold, and Simeon Walker, Traveling Elders in, the Sheffield 
Conference. 

Three meetings were held which were fairly well attended and all lis- 
tened attentively to the remarks of the speaker. The largest number was 
present at the evening session when President Lund gave an interesting 
sermon on some of the distinguishing features of so-called Mormonism. 

The statistical report of the Conference and the report of the Elders’ 
labors from last conference to November 1, 1895, were read as follows: 
Seventies 8; Elders 13; Priests 4; Deacons 12; members 133; total officers 
and members 170. Tracts distributed 73,608 ; houses visited 18,201; Gospel 
conversations 1,231; books sold 11; books loaned 104; books given away 
70; general meetings 165; open-air meetings 12; Sunday School sessions 
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59; Bible classes 37; Mutual Improvement Association meetings 38. Bap- 
tized 12; confirmed 12; emigrated over 8 years of age 12; removed 1; ex- 
communicated 6; died 2. 

On Monday the Elders met in council meeting and reported their labors 
for the past summer and stated the present condition of their districts. 
Encouraging remarks and timely advice were given by President Lund, 
and the Elders returned to their labors with renewed strength and vigor. 

Water L. Wess, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


It is stated that Duke Carl Theodore of Bavaria, despite his exalted position, is con- 
sidered one of the greatest of living oculists. Nearly all of his work is done for charity, 
and besides other cases he has performed alone 2,500 operations for cataract. 


Noticing that workmen in petroleum works are never afflicted with pulmonary tuber- 
culosis led a physician to employ the crude oil in his practice some two years ago. The 
results of the treatment are claimed to be surprising. The petroleum is simply freed 
from earthly matter by filtering through paper, and inclosed in capsules to avoid creating 
an aversion to it on account of its unpleasant odor. The breath acquires the odor of 
petroleum, but digestion is not disturbed. Treatment through the stomach is supple- 
mented during the day by breathing air passed through petroleum, a Turkish tobacco 
pipe being used for the purpose. Efforts to adminster the remedy by injection were 
unsuccessful. 

The following results of the experiments relating to the growth of trees at different times 
of the day have been determined Ly Mr. E. H. Thompson, the Government entomologist 
of Tasmania. Measurements were taken as far as possible every three hours, with the 
following results :—From 6 A. M. to 9 A.M., 84 per cent. of growth; from 9 a. M., to noon, 
14 per cent. of growth; from noon to3 P. M., no growth; from 3 PB. M. to6 P. M., no 
growth; from 6 Pp. M. to9 Pp. M., 14 per cent. of growth; from 9 A. M. to 12 P. M., 3§ per 
cent. of’growth; from 12 P. M. to6A. M., 85 per cent. of growth. The greatest growths 
in twenty-four hours were banksia rose, 64 inches; geranium, 5} inches; wattle, 44 
inches ; apple, 2} inches; pear, 14 inch. 

One of the latest inventions is distinctly novel. An ingenious Australian has invented 
and introduced a mica cartridge for sporting and military guns. The filling inside the 
cartridge is visible, and a further advantage is that instead of the usual wad of felt, a mica 
wad is used. This substance being a non-conductor, unaffected by acids or fumes, acts as 
a lubricant. When smokeless powders, such as cordite or other nitroglycerin compounds 
are used, mica has a distinct advantage over every other material used in cartridge man- 
ufacture. Being transparent any chemical change in the explosive can be at once detected. 
The peculiar property it has of withstanding intense heat is here utilized, the breech and 
barrel being kept constantly cool. The fouling of the rifle is also avoided, the wad actually 
cleaning the barrel. 

The Armenian situation is growing more serious every day. A telegram from the 
Anglo-Armenian Association’s agent at Constantinople says Armenians are being massa- 
cred nearly everywhere in Asia Minor. Over one hundred thousand people are reported 
as dying of starvation and exposure. The Porte is powerless to do anything as the tele- 
graph wires are under control of those who have incited the massacres. The Sultan is 
openly spoken against in the streets of Constantinople, and the people look upon his 
early downfall as certain. Several villages have been burned and the Turks and Armen- 
ians are_e..ch accusing the otherjof having started the fires. The European governments 
are at a loss what to do, as they are jealous of each other’s movements. The United 
States minister secured orders fur the protection of American missionaries and has provi- 
ded an escort for British missionaries to leave one of the most dangerous districts. 


| 


| | 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1895. 


THE BIBLE AS THE WORD OF GOD. 


THE eighth article of faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints reads as follows: ‘‘We believe the Bible to be the word of God as 
far as it is translated correctly’; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be 
the word of God.” 

Comments have been made by different Church writers in explanation 
of the reason for making the reservation “as far as it is translated cor- 
rectly,” and these writings have been distorted by enemies who have 
attempted to show that the reverence of the Saints for the Bible is very 
slight, and some have even gone so far as to state that the result of their 
teachings on this point is infidelity in the minds of the youth of Zion. A 
writer in one of the Irish papers quotes the remark of Elder Orson Pratt 
wherein the latter speaks of the great uncertainty which exists concerning 
the correct translation of the Bible, accusing the Latter-day Saints of 
disbelief in that book, and states that as a consequence one-third of the 
young wen of Utah were infidels. 

That the Bible does not contain all the revelations which God has given 
to His children from the beginning of the world to the present is the 
belief of the Latter-day Saints; also they think that in its present form 
it is not entirely free from mistakes in translation. But they deny that 
either of these assertions tends to create disbelief in God or irreverence 
for His word. They think the world would be much better off if more 
implicit faith were exercised in the Bible, and more strict obedience to its 
teachings were observed. 

The thought that any one would be encouraged to doubt the sacredness 
of the Scriptures by what shall be said in this article would deter anything 
being written on the subject, and it must therefore be borne in mind that 
whatever is said which might possibly be taken in such a spirit, refers 
solely and wholely to the part that man has had in giving us our present 
Bible, and not to the original as it was revealed to and written by the 
inspired servants of God. 

Let it further be understood that the Latter-day Saints believe the 
Bible to have been in the main correctly translated; were any doubt 
existing on this point it would easily be cleared up by a comparison of 
those portions of the Scriptures which the Book of Mormon writers copied 
and which were translated by Joseph Smith from those copies; also by 
the great similarity between Christ’s sermon on the mount and the trans- 
lation of His instructions to the Nephites after His resurrection. 
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The Saints believe that if all the revelations of God to His children in 
all ages were accessible, and if those who read them could have a correct 
translation and be filled with the Holy Ghost to give them understanding, 
there would not be so much need for revelation as there is at present. 
But their contention is that neither of these conditions exists, and hence 
there is need of revelation to make clear those portions that do not convey 
the meaning which the writers intended them to convey. 

To show that writers belonging to other churches have also understood 
how imperfectly the Bible has been translated we quote the following: Dr. 
Samuel Newth, M.A., D.D., Professor of Divinity in New College, London, 
and member of the New Testament company of revision of 1881 says: “In 
the case of such a book as the Bible, however perfect the translation which 
may at any time be made, the duty of revision is one of recurring obliga- 
tion. The necessity for it is inevitable, and this from two causes in con- 
stant operation; (1) by the imperfection that attaches to all kinds of 
human labor, various departures from the standard form became gradu- 
ally introduced in the process of reproduction * * * * 
various typographical errors (after revision of 1611) soon made their 
appearance in the printed copies of the Bible, and these became multiplied 
in successive editions until at length several thousands of variations could 
be traced between the different copies.” In 1809 Dr. John Pye Smith, 
President of the Congregational College at Homerton, wrote: “That such 
blemishes should disfigure that translation of the best and most important 
of volumes * * that they should have been so long and 
often complained of, we are constrained to view as a disgrace to our 
National Literature” (Eclectic Review, Jan., 1809, p. 31). In 1810 Dr. 
Herbert Marsh, Professor of Divinity at Cambridge wrote: “When we 
consider the immense accession that has been made both in our critical 
and philological apparatus we cannot possibly pretend that our Authorized 
Version does not need amendment.” (Lecture on Criticism and Interpre- 
tation of the Bible p. 297) Rev. William Selwyn, Canon of Ely and Lady 
Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cambridge wrote in 1856: “I do not 
hesitate to avow my firm persuasion that there are at least one thousand 
passages of the English Bible that might be amended.” Rev. Ed. Byron 
Nicholson, M.A.,in “Our New Testament,” 1881, says: “I now propose to 
show that the revised version with all its merits is far from having achieved 
the faithfulness, the force, and the freedom from ambiguity which it was 
both necessary to seek and possible to attain. The plan I shall adopt is 
to take as a sample the Gospel according to Matthew and point out the 
instances of inaccuracy, want of force, and ambiguity which are to be 
found in the Revised Version of it.” (He then mentions over seventy dis- 
crepancies in Matthew). Referring to the comments of Bishop Ellicott, 
Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, on the Authorized Version of the 
Scriptures, the Rev. Alfred Dewes, M.A., writing in 1866 says: “The 
Epistle to the Galatians was the first upon which the Bishop commented ; 
to the commentary he added a revised translation. He tells us that 
in his translation he has only permitted himself to depart from the 
Authorized Version where it appeared to be incorrect, inexact, insuffi- 


746 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


cient, or obscure. Now the Epistle to the Galatians is by no means 
one the most difficult of St. Pauls writings; moreover it is but a short 
one consisting of six chapters and 149 verses. How many times in these 
149 verses does the reader supnose that the Bishop finds the Author- 
ized Version to need correction? No less that 252: in other words, Dr. 
Ellicott himself considers that version, though it be the best of all, to 
be incorrect, inexact, insufficient, or obscure, 252 times in 149 verses.” 
Rev. Robert Lowthin “Notes on Isaiah” says: “I have ventured to call this 
a New Translation, though much of our vulgar translation is retained in 
it * * * for as to the style and language of the latter it 
admits of but little improvement; but in respect of the sense and accuracy 
of interpretation the improvements of which it is capable are great and 
numberless.” Rev. Dr. George Campbell in “Preliminary Dissertations to 
the Gospels,” says: “When we give a proper attention to the great acqui- 
sition in literature in respect not only of language but of antiquities and 
criticism, it cannot be thought derogatory * * to suppose 
that very many mistakes which were then inevitable, we are now in a 
position to correct.” In his “Bible Handbook” Rev. Joseph Angus says: 
(1) “In some cases the English Version has given a wrong meaning, (2) in 
some cases the same word in the original is rendered by different words 
in the English, (3) on the other hand different words in the original are 
translated by the same word in English, (4) the divisions of the Bible into 
chapters and verses are very imperfect, and when not inaccurate they tend 
to break the sense and obscure the meaning.” The fact that a revision of 
the New Testament was finished in 1881 shows that it was thought neces- 
sary by the most learned men of the day. The result of the revision as 
shown by the Revised Version is still not satisfactory, for in the preface 
to that book it is stated: “Many places still remain in which for the 
present it would not be safe to accept one reading to the absolute exclusion 
ofallothers. * * * The determination in each place, of 
the words to be printed in italics has not been by any means easy; nor can 
we hope to be found in all cases perfectly consistent. ad ad ° 
* * We recognized from the first the responsibility of the under- 
taking; and through our manifold experience of its abounding difficulties 
we have felt more and more, as we went onward, that such a work can 
never be accomplished by organized efforts of scholarship and criticism, 
unless assisted by Divine help. We know full well that defects must have 
their place in a work so long and so arduous as this which has now come 
toanend. Blemishes and imperfections there are in the noble Translation 
which we have been called upon to revise; blemishes and imperfections 
will assuredly be found in our own Revision.” In revising also it must be 
stated that the English committee and the American committee could not 
agree in numerous instances, and the suggestions of the latter are found at 
the end of the book. Ina work called Revision Revised, Rev. J. W. Burgon, 
B. D. Dean of Chichester writes: “More serious in its consequences, how- 
ever, than any other source of mischief which can be named is the process 
of mutilation to which from the beginning the text of Scripture has been 
subjected. By ‘Mutilation of Scripture’ we do but mean the intentional 
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omission—from whatever cause proceeding—of genuine portions. And the 
causes of it have been numerous as well as diverse. This barbarous mutil- 
ation of the Gospel is calamitous in a high degree. Not only is the beauty 
of the narrative effectually marred, the doctrinal teachings of Our Savior’s 
discourses in countless places damaged, absurd expressions attributed to 
the Holy One which He certainly never uttered, but (1) the narrative is 
often rendered in a manner unintelligible, or else (2) the entire point of a 
precious incident is made to disappear from sight, or else (3) an imaginary 
incident is fabricated, or lastly (4) some precious saying of our Divine 
Lord is turned to absolute nonsense.” 

But it is needless to quote further;* the extracts already given prove 
conclusively that if the remarks of Elder Pratt would lead to infidelity, 
then there are numerous Christian ministers against whose writings the 
same charge can be made. The Bible is a”precious record {which is of 
incalculable value to mankind. Butfuntil a translation is given which 
shall bear the seal of revelation, the word of God as given to the ancient 
Prophets and recorded by them as Scripture will not, be fully understood. 
It is well known how difficult it is to render one person’s meaning written 
in a modern language into another by one who claims a knowledge of both; 
how much more difficult would it be to give the meaning imparted by the 
Spirit of God unless the person translating is in possession of that Spirit. 

The Latter-day Saints are longing for a version of the Scriptures which 
will be free from “blemishes and imperfections.” They above all other 
people would welcome such a book. But so long as the record bears the 
evident marks of man’s imperfection, just that long will they feel justified 
in retaining in their articles of faith the reservation concerning the Bible 
that it is the “word of God as far as it is translated correctly,” and this 
without any intention to cast doubt upon the divinity of the Bible, or dis- 
belief in it as the perfect word God when originally given. B. 


THE Deseret News reports the election of the entire Republican State 
ticket. The Legislature will consist of members of both parties, a major- 
ity being Republicans. Of the 9 District Judges 5, and possibly 6, will be 
Democrats. The vote does not show much change relatively from that 
of last year. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder John M. Dalton has been honor- 
ably released from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Irish Conference to 
return home November 22, 1895. 

Elder R. J. Kerr has been released from laboring as Traveling Elder in 


the Irish Conference, and has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Cheltenham Conference. 


INCIDENTS OF MY EARLY DAYS IN THE CHURCH. 


THE promise made by Joseph Smith, the great Prophet of the last days, 
uttered with such great assurance and boldness, gave force and character 
to his words. It came in contact with the preachers of different sects and 
forms of religion of this the nineteenth century. 


| 
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I allude to the promise which I heard Joseph Smith make when preach- 
ing in a building in Pontiac, Oakland County, Michigan, and which has 
since been known as the “Old Mormon Schoolhouse.” Although it is over 
sixty years since I heard him, and I at that time was little over 13 years 
of age, the words he uttered are iniprinted so strongly on my mind that 
they are as bright in my memory as they were at the very moment | heard 
them. These are the very words of the Prophet: “And as a servant of 
God I promise you, inasmuch as you will repent and be baptized for the 
remission of your sins, you shall receive the Holy Ghost, and speak with 
tongues, and the signs (of the Gospel) shall follow you, and by this you 
may test me as a Prophet sent of God.” 

Now, who would dare to utter such words and great promises, and offer 
them as a test, unless he most assuredly knew what he was talking about? 
Well, he did know, for an angel from heaven had talked with him and 
given him promises which he neither doubted, nor feared to declare. 

Not long after a branch of the Church was organized in the Mormon 
Schoolhouse, one of its men.bers (and I believe the first one who received 
the gift of tongues) was a schoolmate of mine, Miss Mary Curtis, a very 
nice little girl of only twelve years of age. In one of our meetings Mary 
arose to testify of her good feelings and the goodness vf God to her in 
bestowing upon her the Holy Ghost. While thus speaking, she quite 
unexpectedly to herself commenced speaking in tongues. Oh how this 
thrilled every one of those who were present! For my part I can say that 
the Holy Ghost filled that humble schoolhouse. 

I will add that this young girl, with her father’s family, moved to the 
State of Missouri, then our gathering place. This occurred soon after 
Zion’s Camp went up to Missouri, in 1834. Quite a number of the Michi- 
gan Saints also gathered up there, and from there we were driven out, and 
settled in the State of Illinois. Mary Curtis was still with us, and was 
married in Nauvoo to a Brother Read. From thence I trace her steps to 
Utah, knowing heras a good, faithful, consistent Latter-day Saint. Presi- 
dent M. W. Merrill, of the Logan Temple, makes it a point to occupy one 
hour every fast day as a testimony meeting in connection with that day’s 
work. On one of these occassions the Temple was largely attended, and 
five of the members of the old Michigan branch of the Church were present 
including Sister Mary Curtis Read. Some of those present joined in the 
exercise of faith that the Lord would bestow the gift of tongues to this 
same sister, who used to speak in tongues in the Pontiac Branch, Michigan. 
During the meeting, to the great joy of all who were present, she was 
moved upon by the Holy Spirit, and spoke in tongues, and Sister Sarah 
Kimball interpreted the remarks she uttered. 

Sister Read had been working in the Logan Temple for about two years, 
officiating for her dead relatives, and, strange as it is, in the evening of 
that same day this favored sister passed, peacefully away from this mortal 
sphere, to reap the reward of a well spent life. 

There was another sister who received the gift of tongues in the same 
schoolhouse in Michigan. She was the daughter of Deacon Samuel Bent, 
formerly of the Presbyterian Church, but the first one who was baptized 
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into the Mormon Church in that land, and subsequently President of the 
High Council in Nauvoo. 

There were others also who received the gifts of the Gospel in Michigan. 
I will mention Brother Elijah Fordham, as his case was one of a peculiar 
nature. I remember at one of our meetings, and it was a testimony 
meeting, Brother Fordham was speaking in tongues when two Frenchmen 
were coming up the turnpike road which passed close by the schoolhouse. 
By some means, perhaps by hearing their own language spoken, they were 
attracted to the window, where they asked a boy who was outside if he 
knew what that man said. Of course the boy did not know any more than 
did the speaker, for Brother Fordham did not understand any more about 
French than he did about Greek, for-it was a spiritual gift he was then 
exercising. The Frenchmen testified that Brother Fordham was preaching 
the Gospel] to them. I wish before closing to say that on one of my visits 
to my old home in Pontiac, that I. met one Joseph Briggs, not in our 
Church, who said, “I well remember hearing Mary Curtis and others 
speak in tongues; and while she was speaking her face fairly shone, her 
countenance changed, and often tears ran down her cheeks.”—EDWARD 
STEVENSON, tn Juvenile Instructor. 


THE RATIONALE OF REVELATION. 


THERE never was a time in the history of the world when the spirit of 
indifferentism in religion was so marked as it is at present. The principal 
reason for this is, of course, the high degree of development that the 
human mind has attained to, coupled with the rapid and truly wonder- 
ful strides in science, art, and philosophy, unaccompanied by a proper 
development of the moral elements of the human mind, which have 
characterized the nineteenth century. In the mad struggle for supremacy, 
and with the aid of the many civilizing(?) weapons of offense and defense, 
man is little inclined to give heed to the message of the Gospel which 
thousands duly authorized and called for that purpose have been preach- 
ing for the past half century. On every hand our Elders report that 
there seems to be a lamentable feeling of lethargy and /atssez faire. The 
result of this is, that the percentage of those visited in the usual routine 
of an Elder’s labors, who will take tht trouble to investigate the principles 
brought to their notice, or give themselves the slightest concern about the 
Gospel message, is very small indeed. 

Quite frequently, people are met with, who seem to be under the impres- 
sion that the age we live in is so very enlightened as to preclude the 
necessity of any heavenly guidance in order to point out the way men 
should travel that they may acquire happiness in a future state. The 
specious claim is set up on their behalf that there is no longer any neces- 
sity for revelation, since man in his present exalted state can afford to get 
along very well without it. We are told among other things, that this is 
the age of reason, and it is irrational to suppose either that revelation is 
necessary because an application of the truths of modern science to social 
life will be ample, or that it may reasonably be demonstrated to exist. 
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When, however, this principle is looked at from the very point of view 
which, according to these we have mentioned, would demonstrate its 
irrationality, we find overwhelming evidence in support of it, and good 
tangible reasons for accepting it. 

In the first place, it will be conceded that the greatest postulate of 
modern science—and especially of that branch of it which our rationalist 
friends advocate—is the uniformity of Nature, and the universality of its 
laws. In accordance with this postulate it is found on examination, that 
every living organism whether in the plant or in the animal kingdom is 
provided with capabilities for the preservation of itself, for obtaining its 
own sustenance, for the perpetuation of its species, in short, for the attain- 
ment of the summum bonum of its existence. Furthermore, it is an ob- 
served and admitted fact, that the faculties which these organisms possess 
must be used to the very utmost, or they incur the penalty of individual 
degradation, and, finally physical extinction; for it has been demonstrated 
that animals now extinct have suffered a gradual atrophy of their parts 
through disuse, culminating in the final physical blotting out of the whole 
groups. 

To the extent that man is a living organism, he must come under the 
scope of this law. Indeed this is now admitted by all—that is to say 
physically speaking man must take advantage of the opportunity to 
develop the bodily organism, or be content to witness its gradual retro- 
gression, through disuse. Whilst nature has been lavish in her gifts to 
all, she has not given to any, either faculties or organs that could be dis- 
pensed with, provided that the individual is desirous of taking the full 
advantage of the various powers at his disposal. 

It has now passed into a scientific dictum that “Nature exacts a severe 
penalty for the neglect or misuse of her laws;” so that those who fail to 
take full advantage of their opportunities must not only not misuse the 
laws of nature, but must also take great care not to neglect the right use of 
them. In the case of the lower animals the uses to which all their passions 
and instincts are put, serve to propagate the species and to preserve it, 
and if propagation and preservation were the only objects of the existence 
of man, it would not be rational to suppose that nature would have 
endowed him with faculties of a kind calculated to serve a far different 
purpose. | 

We are told that man is a reasoning animal, the inference being that the 
only difference between him and the rest of creation is that he is an animal 
plus reason; but a moment's reflection will show that he is something 
more. For besides reason he is possessed of a secret aspiration to do good, 
to distinguish right from wrong, to try to benefit others as well as him- 
self. These faculties are recognized by psychologists as the moral, altru- 
istic, etc., faculties. In this connection it has been well observed that 
“Altruism is but an expression of the divinity in man, without an acknow- 
ledgment of its True Source.” The existence of these desires or faculties— 
which is universally conceded by modern thinkers—shows clearly that 
here is something, that, according to the great postulate referred to, must 
either be used or we must be content to suffer from their disuse. 
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Another faculty which man possesses is that of Faith. We are begin- 
ning to recognize now, that Faith is as much a part of our organism as 
sight—that, in short, it is a part of our individual mentality, and like 
other faculties, developed in some to a greater extent than in others, but 
like other faculties, too, capable of greater development in all. 

Now, as we find that all man’s physical wants are supplied abundantly, 
it would be extremely irrational to suppose that these other parts of his 
nature were not also capable of being ministered to quite as successfully. 
In other words, the existence of these mental powers or faculties is in and 
of itself, an absolute proof of the existence of some law in obedience 
to which these noble aspirations and desires spring into being. The pre- 
sumptive eviderce, therefore, is altogether in favor of the expression of 
some divine mandate in virtue of which all that is noblest and grandest 
in man may have a chance of development in a manner at least as sure 
and as productive of good results as in the case of his more gross organs. 
This being so, we are brought face to face with the problem of finding out, 
if possible, what this law is, and how it operates. It is just here that the 
faculty of faith comes into play and directs the mind with unerring con- 
fidence to the fact that God lives and reveals Himself from day to day to 
those who truly seek Him. And just as the greatest scientific truths have 
been discovered only after the expenditure of much persistent and faithful 
energy, and often after great lapses of time, so also, the great fundamental 
concepts of religion—which are just as truly scientific as any proposition 
in physical science—can only be obtained through patient endeavor and 
in humility and faith. It will then be discovered that the principle of 
revelation is as necessary and as material to the due and proper develop- 
ment of the moral man as bread is to the physical; and that, just as the 
laws which govern the physical world, ircluding our bodies, are eternal 
and immutable, so their spiritual counterparts are eternal and immutable 
also. And even as bread always has been and always will be necessary to 
sustain physical life, so also revelation of the divine laws is necessary to 
the sustenance of healthy spiritual life. 

It necessarily follows from a further contemplation of the great natural 
postulate, that revelation to be true must be the same to-day, to-morrow, 
and forever; that if true it should never contradict nor be contradicted 
by the truth. It is with the confidence begotten of its divine origin that 
the Latter-day Saints turn to the principles which they promulgate and 
invite the criticism and careful attention of all honest minded persons 
thereto, conscious alike from the purity and honesty of motive that 
prompts the appeal, and from the benefits to accrue to those who accept 
the message, that the godly element which every human being has had 
implanted in his breast will start responsive to the call which a kind and 
loving Father has once more made upon even the humblest of His children, 
and that as He “is no respecter of persons” so He offers to the whole 
human family alike, this eternal fountain of revelation to be the constant 
source of inward grace to all who take avail of the proper method of 
placing themselves in condition to receive its refreshing waters. 


G. F. P. 


